
ADMISSION TO THE JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY MSW PROGRAM 

Applicants must submit all of the following documentation for admission consideration to Office of 

Graduate Studies, Jacksonville State University, 700 Pelham Road North, Jacksonville, Alabama 36265-

1602. The Graduate Studies application is located online at 

http://www.jsu.edu/graduate/admission/apply.html 

 

In addition to the existing JSU Graduate Studies admissions requirements, students must apply to the 

MSW program and meet the following criteria. The MSW program admissions committee will review all 

admission and application requirements specific to the program. 

The application/admission process is open for the Advanced Standing Program December 2017  - April 1, 

2018 and applications for the next cohort of 2-year students will open February 2018. 

 

Required General Graduate Application and Admission Materials 

1. Completed application for graduate admissions. (JSU Graduate Application for Admission) 

2. Non-refundable $35.00 application processing fee. 

3. Official transcripts from all postsecondary institutions attended. Note: Students who have previously 

attended JSU do not need to request a transcript from the university. 

4. International students should consult the International Student Applicants section of the current 

Graduate Bulletin or contact Graduate Studies at 256-782-5325. 

 

Required Program-Specific Application Materials 

1. Three completed Graduate Reference forms. Note: Forms must be completed by individuals who can 

assess the applicant’s potential for success in graduate study (at least one from a previous professor/ 

instructor and one from an instructor of a paid or unpaid social services agency. (Letters from friends 

and family members are not suitable). “Graduate Reference Forms" 

2. Professional resume. Your resume should detail your education, employment, and any social work 

related experience, such as internships, volunteer/service work, presentations, publications, advocacy, 

board memberships, etc. 

3. Autobiographic/Personal Statement. (~600-800 words detailing your interest in social work, including 

personal experiences, strengths, values and beliefs that will contribute to your competence as a social 

worker). 

4. Social Problem Analysis. (~700-900 words describing a social problem specific to rural and nonurban 

areas, including why this is considered a social problem, why you believe it deserves public attention, 

what roles or activities you envision yourself participating in to address this issue, and what, if anything, 

social work as a profession is doing to address this issue). 

http://www.jsu.edu/graduate/admission/apply.html


MSW Program Specific Admission Academic Requirements 

In addition to meeting general admission requirements of Graduate Studies, applicants for the 

 

MSW, must meet the following: 

1. An earned baccalaureate degree from an accredited college or university with preparation in the 

social sciences (12 hours minimum) with a curriculum that includes literature, biological sciences, 

psychology, and math. 

2. Minimum overall GPA of 3.00 on a 4.00 scale or at least a 3.00 in the last 60 hours of the 

undergraduate degree. 

The MSW Admissions Committee will review all admission and application requirements specific to the 

program. Admission to the MSW Program is determined on a selective basis. Meeting the minimum 

standards for consideration for admission does not guarantee admission to the MSW program. The 

MSW Admissions Committee may request a personal interview with applicants when deemed necessary 

for application evaluation. 

NOTE: The MSW Admissions Committee reserves the right to make exceptions to admissions 

requirements. 

Guidelines for Preparing the Personal Statement (~600-800 words) 

This statement must be included in your application for admission. The autobiographic statement details 

your interest in social work, including personal experiences, strengths, values and beliefs that will 

contribute to your competence as a social worker. The autobiographic statement should be a carefully 

prepared document that is typed and double-spaced, with 1-inch margins and 10-12 font. Please place 

your name at the top right hand margin on each page and number pages at the bottom center. 

Please address the following: 

* Describe in detail your personal understanding of social work as a profession. 

* Discuss your interest in rural/non-urban social work practice. 

* What factors influenced your decision to seek graduate social work education at Jacksonville State 

University? If you have worked or trained in another field, why are you now considering a career 

change? 

* Describe the intellectual and personal qualifications that will enable you to practice social work 

successfully in non-urban/rural social work, for example collaboration with others, leadership ability, 

ability to empathize, communication and language skills. What limitations do you see in your work 

experiences, skills, or other attributes, including your awareness of your personal biases that you want 

to address to ensure your effectiveness in practicing social work? 

* How will you balance outside responsibilities with academic responsibilities? 



* Discuss your notable accomplishments, such as related work experience, military experience, 

volunteer services, other academic accomplishments, etc. 

 

Guidelines for Preparing the Social Problem Analysis (~700-900 words) 

This analysis must be included in your application for admission. The analysis should be a carefully 

prepared document that is typed and double-spaced, with 1-inch margins and 10-12 font. Please place 

your name at the top right hand margin on each page and number pages at the bottom center. 

The analysis should describe a social problem specific to rural/non-urban areas. Identify a social 

problem, describe the problem, and discuss varying perspectives on the issues and groups impacted. 

Use the tips below for completing your analysis. 

* Identify the social problem. 

* What makes this a problem? 

* What contributing factors exist to the cause or worsen the problem? 

* What prevention efforts are there or should there be to reduce or eliminate the problem. 

* What challenges exist to proposed solution(s)? 

* Why in your opinion should society be concerned about this issue? 

* What role do you envision yourself playing as a social worker in addressing this issue?  

* What role is the social work profession currently playing in addressing this issue? 

 Conditional Admission 

A student with less than a 3.00 undergraduate GPA in the last 60 hours may be admitted on a 

conditional basis, provided the student has a minimum undergraduate GPA of 2.25 and at least a 2.75 in 

the last 60 hours. 

A conditional admission requires the recommendation of the Director/Chair of the social work program 

after a recommendation by the Admissions Committee. Students are only admitted by this option if 

there are spaces available in the MSW program. A master’s student admitted conditionally must 

maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0 in all course work. 

Conditional status will be reviewed and may be removed upon completion of twelve (12) hours of 

graduate course work with a GPA of 3.0 or higher. 

The MSW Program does not award academic credit for life or work experience under any circumstances. 

There are no exceptions to this policy. 

For more information specific to the MSW Program, please contact the Department of Sociology and 

Social Work, 256-782-5591 or to the social work program website http://www.jsu.edu/socialwork/ 

 LIFE EXPERIENCE 



The MSW Program does not award academic credit for life or work experience under any circumstances. 

There are no exceptions to this policy. 

 

For more information specific to the MSW Program, please contact the Department of Sociology and 

Social Work, 256-782-5591 or to the social work program website http://www.jsu.edu/socialwork/ 


